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CHILD PROTECTION 

613. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 
Can the minister advise the house what the Labor government has done to improve child protection in Western 
Australia? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Albany for the question.  Before I respond, I acknowledge in the gallery today the year 
12 students of John XXIII College and their teacher Mr Fitzpatrick, who has been teaching there for 21 years; 
the girls of Iona Presentation College; and people from the Wanneroo Youth Advisory Council.  There are also 
some Department for Community Development workers in the gallery.  I will begin my response by asking a 
rhetorical question across the chamber: does the Leader of the Opposition today continue to blame the DCD 
workers for the deaths of 200 children?  That is what he has been doing -  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Wait a minute; let me answer the question.  If you had any courage at all, you would get up 
in this place and ask me that question so I can be afforded a proper answer.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  He should respond now. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Of course I don�t.  I think they do a very good job. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I thank the Leader of the Opposition.  All of a sudden, after two or three weeks of 
attributing the blame for the deaths of these children to the people in the gallery, now that they are here to face 
him today, he is saying they do a very good job.  That is courage!  Members of the opposition have sat in this 
chamber bearishly.  For the past two or three weeks they have been blaming the DCD caseworkers for the deaths 
of children all over the state.  That is what they have been doing.  We have been defending those caseworkers.   
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for Nedlands and Roe. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  All of a sudden when those same DCD caseworkers are here, not only is the Leader of 
the Opposition denying that he ever said such a thing, but he is praising them. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for South Perth and Murdoch. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The word hypocrisy has taken on a new depth and meaning.  Did the Leader of the 
Opposition say in relation to the deaths of one of those children that it is a massive cover-up of major 
proportions and that there is no doubt that the Department for Community Development is dysfunctional and 
needs to be properly investigated?  Did the Leader of the Opposition say that about these workers?  Did he also 
say that we should remember that the department is made up of the people who work for it and that we should us 
not forget that? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  And you as the Premier, because in the end, the buck stops with you.  A total of 214 young 
kids died after having had contact with the Department for Community Development, and it requires a royal 
commission to get to the bottom of why that�s happened. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  I call to order the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Carine.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition is doing it again now.  He is attributing the deaths of 
those children to the DCD.  It is remarkable.  In my view, in many of those cases the only people who care less 
and who give a stuff about those children are the DCD caseworkers.  That is the truth of the matter.  The Leader 
of the Opposition is demonising them.  He is portraying them as having blood on their hands.  He is portraying 
them as being negligent.  Did he say this? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The buck stops with you.  You�re the Premier of Western Australia.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Did members opposite say this - 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition does not want me to be heard today. 

Did the opposition say that the problem would continue to bloom if the ingrained culture, in which management 
and ministers were more concerned with keeping kids with drug-addicted mums or dads than getting the 
potentially endangered child into safety, is allowed to carry on?  Did opposition members say that?  They were 
referring to these workers in the public gallery.  They said that these workers are neglecting the safety of those 
children.  Is that what the opposition is saying? 
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Mr R.F. Johnson:  Some of them are. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Some of them are!  The opposition just said it. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order for the first time the members for Nedlands and Hillarys.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Let us run through the comparative performances.  I have pointed out to the house in 
the past couple of days, and to those who are in the chamber for the first time - 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order again the Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am quite happy for this to go on all day.   
Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order for the third time the Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will tell members opposite what has happened.  They have embarked on a path 
which they now regret because no-one supports them.  Everyone with commonsense understands that those 
caseworkers are doing their best to protect children in very difficult circumstances, but members opposite have 
said that they are responsible for the deaths of children. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Don�t wave at me, Premier! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Only in friendship! 

Between 1994 and 2001, when members opposite were in government, not one extra caseworker was employed.  
Caseworkers are the people who have to look after these children in particularly difficult circumstances.  Not one 
extra caseworker was employed when members opposite were in government.  Why not? 
Another point that members opposite have made is that this government puts the maintenance of families above 
all other issues.  We showed yesterday that far more children - unfortunate, but true - have been taken out of 
their family environment under this government than were taken out under the Liberal government.  For those 
members who have a memory longer than the average goldfish, I wonder whether that reflects the philosophy 
that Roger Nicholls brought to the portfolio when he first became the minister.  He gathered all the DCD 
workers together and told them that they had been doing the wrong thing for years, that their philosophy was 
stupid, leftie rubbish, and that the family unit was sacrosanct and under no circumstances should that unit be 
interrupted.  Is that the case?   
Dr K.D. Hames:  Let�s go back to before 2000; you were supporting what he was doing.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Roger Nicholls had the same philosophy. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I call to order for the first time the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Then there was Rhonda Parker who carried on that world view with her line that 
government intervention in families should be a last resort and we should at all times seek either to keep the 
families together or work to reconcile them.  Now members opposite are attacking us by saying that we have that 
mindset.  What else?  Opposition members of the upper house have been opposing the appointment of a 
children�s commissioner.   
Several members interjected. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I wonder if that is because in their eight years in government they did not put one in 
place.  Not only that, when Roger Nicholls was the minister - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I ask the Premier to take his seat.  I call to order for the second time the member for South 
Perth and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Part of being a responsible citizen is discipline.  Members on the other side are an 
undisciplined rabble. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You are bringing it down to personal abuse. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is not personal; as a group they are a rabble. 

The Labor government has increased the DCD budget by 56 per cent.  It has increased staffing levels by more 
than 40 per cent.  It has introduced legislation to protect children.  Just this week, on top of an injection of 
$140 million in the budget, we announced yet another $50 million for an additional 87 caseworkers that we 
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calculate will reduce the case load to caseworker ratio to about 12.5 to one, as opposed to 21 to one when 
members opposite were in government. 

I will ask one question before I resume my seat.  Does the Leader of the Opposition support the additional 
$50 million in extra resources and staff for the Department for Community Development budget that we 
announced this week? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  He can�t interject. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  With the Speaker�s blessing, if you want to ask me a question - 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition does not want to answer it. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  No, you can ask me a question but - 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition does not want to answer it. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  I am sorry, Mr Speaker. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  There is only one stark reality that has come out of this issue.  When members 
opposite were in government, they absolutely ignored the portfolio; they refused to put more people in; they 
refused to appoint a children�s commissioner; and they hid abuse in Aboriginal communities because it was too 
difficult to take on, much to the shame of their own members.  We are working and have worked for a long 
period to try to resolve those issues, and we will continue to do so for as long as is necessary. 
 


